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Biden and Xi will meet Wednesday for talks on trade, Taiwan and 
fraught U.S.-China relations 


The American and Chinese flags wave at Genting Snow Park ahead of the 2022 Winter Olympics, Feb. 2, 2022, in Zhangjiakou, 
China. 
Associated Press 


By AAMER MADHANI and 
COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping will meet 
Wednesday in California for 
talks on trade, Taiwan and 
fraught U.S.-Chinese rela- 
tions in the first engagement 
in a year between the lead- 
ers of the world’s two biggest 
economies. 
The White House has said for 
weeks that it anticipated Bi- 
den and Xi would meet on 
the sidelines of the Asia-Pa- 
cific Economic Cooperation 
summit in San Francisco, but 
negotiations went down to 
the eve of the gathering, 
which kicks off Saturday. 
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Biden's movable wall is criticized by environmentalists and those 
who want more border security 


By VALERIE GONZALEZ 
Associated Press 
McALLEN, Texas (AP) — The 
Biden administration's plan 
to build new barriers along 
the U.S.-Mexico border in 
South Texas calls for a "mov- 
able" design that frustrates 
both environmentalists and 
advocates of stronger bor- 
der enforcement. 
The plans for the nearly 20 
miles (32 kilometers) of new 


barrier in Starr County were 
made public in September 
when the federal govern- 
ment sought public input. 
The following month, the 
administration waived 26 
federal laws protecting the 
environment and certain 
species to speed up the 
construction process. 
"The United States Border 
Patrol did not ask for this 
downgraded border wall," 


Rodney Scott, a former U.S. 
Border Patrol chief said. 
Construction is moving for- 
ward despite President Joe 
Biden's campaign prom- 
ise not to build more wall 
and amid an increase in 
migrants coming to the na- 
tion's southern border from 
across Latin America and 
other parts of the world to 
seek asylum. Illegal cross- 
ings topped 2 million for the 


second year in a row for 
the government's budget 
year that ended Sept. 30. 
People such as Scott who 
want more border security 
believe the barriers won't 
be strong enough to stop 
people from crossing il- 
legally. 
Environmentalists, 
meanwhile, say the design 
actually poses a greater 
risk to animal habitat than 
former President Donald 
Trump's border wall. 
Biden has defended the 
administration's decision by 
saying he had to use the 
Trump-era funding for it. 
The law requires the fund- 
ing for the new barriers to 
be used as approved and 
for the construction to be 
completed in 2023. 
Most barriers on the border 
were erected in the last 
20 years under Trump and 
former President George 
W. Bush. Those sections of 
border wall include Nor- 
mandy-style fencing that 
resembles big X's and bol- 
lard-style fencing made of 
upright steel posts. 
Biden's barrier will be much 
shorter than the 18- to 30- 
foot (5.5 to 9-meter) con- 
crete-filled 
steel 
bollard 
panels of Trump's wall. It 
also could be temporary. 
An example of the style of 
barrier his administration will 


use can be seen in Browns- 
ville, about 100 miles (161 
kilometers) 
southeast 
of 
Starr County. Metal bollards 
embedded into 4-foot-high 
(1.2-meter-high) 
cement 
blocks that taper toward 
the top sit along the south- 
ern part of a neighborhood 
not far from the curving Rio 
Grande. 
Over the last year, the Rio 
Grande Valley region was 
the 
fourth-busiest 
area 
for the number of people 
crossing into the U.S. illegal- 
ly, though it was the busiest 
in previous years. 
With the design planned for 
Starr County, federal bor- 
der agents will be able to 
move around the fencing, 
said Democratic U.S. Rep. 
Henry Cuellar, who repre- 
sents Starr County. "So it's 
one of those things where if 
they want to direct traffic, 
they can move it." 
Scott 
agreed 
that 
the 
"moveable" 
fences 
can 
be used as an emergency 
stopgap measure to block 
off access in some areas. 
But he warned that if the 
fencing isn't placed far 
enough into the ground, 
someone might be able 
to use a vehicle to shove 
it out of the way, provided 
they don't mind damaging 
the vehicle.q 


Dusk begins to fall at a section of border fence in Brownsville, 
Texas, on Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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White House press secre- 
tary Karine Jean-Pierre said 
in a statement the leaders 
would discuss the “continued 
importance of maintaining 
open lines of communica- 
tion” and how the they “can 
continue to responsibly man- 
age competition and work 
together where our interests 
align, particularly on transna- 
tional challenges that affect 
the international commu- 
nity.” 
China’s Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement Friday that 
Xi would attend APEC from 
Tuesday to Friday at Biden’s 
invitation and would take 
part in the U.S.-China summit. 
Two senior Biden adminis- 
tration officials, who ear- 
lier briefed reporters on the 
condition of anonymity un- 
der ground rules set by the 
White House, said the leaders 
would meet in the San Fran- 
cisco Bay area but declined 
to offer further details be- 
cause of security concerns. 
Thousands of protesters are 
expected to descend on San 
Francisco during the summit. 
Meanwhile, Treasury Secre- 
tary Janet Yellen and Chi- 
nese Vice Premier He Lifeng 
met for a second day of talks 
on Friday in San Francisco, 
the latest in a string of senior 
level engagements between 
the nations in recent months 
aimed at easing tensions. 
Yellen said that during the 
talks she emphasized that 
the U.S. seeks a healthy eco- 
nomic relationship with Chi- 
na. She called on China to 
crack down on private Chi- 
nese firms and financial insti- 
tutions that the U.S. believes 
are 
skirting 
international 
sanction to do business with 
Russia and she raised con- 
cerns about Chinese export 
controls on graphite in other 
critical minerals. Graphite is 
a key raw material in electric 
vehicle batteries. 
Yellen, who visited China in 
July, said she accepted an 
invitation to make a return 
trip to Beijing next year. 
“There is no substitute for 
in-person diplomacy,” said 
Yellen, who added that 
she believed the two laid 
the groundwork for a pro- 
ductive meeting between 


Biden and Xi. “During our 
discussions, we agreed in- 
depth and frank discussions 
matter, particularly when we 
disagree.” 
The Biden-Xi meeting is not 
expected to lead to many, if 
any, major announcements, 
and differences between the 
two powers certainly won’t 
be resolved. Instead, one 
official said, Biden is look- 
ing toward “managing the 
competition, preventing the 
downside risk of conflict and 
ensuring channels of com- 
munication are open.” The 
officials said they believed 
it would be Xi’s first visit to 
San Francisco since he was 
a young Communist Party 
leader. 
The agenda includes no 
shortage of difficult issues. 
Differences in the already 
complicated U.S.-Chinese 
relationship have only sharp- 
ened in the last year, with 
Beijing bristling over new U.S. 
export controls on advanced 
technology; Biden order- 
ing the shooting down of a 
Chinese spy balloon after it 
traversed the continental 
United States; and Chinese 
anger over a stopover in the 
U.S. by Taiwanese President 
Tsai Ing-wen earlier this year, 
among other issues. China 
claims the island as its ter- 
ritory. 
Biden will also likely press Xi 
on using China’s influence 
on North Korea, during 
heightened anxiety over an 


increased pace of ballistic 
missile tests by North Korea as 
well as Pyongyang providing 
munitions to Russia for its war 
in Ukraine. 
The Democratic president is 
also expected to let Xi know 
that he would like China to 
use its burgeoning sway over 
Iran to make clear that Te- 
hran or its proxies should not 
take action that could lead 
to expansion of the Israel- 
Hamas war. His administra- 
tion believes the Chinese, a 
big buyer of Iranian oil, have 
considerable leverage with 
Iran, which is a major backer 
of Hamas. 
Biden and Xi last met nearly 
a year ago on the sidelines 
of the Group of 20 summit in 
Bali, Indonesia. In the nearly 
three-hour meeting, Biden 
objected directly to China’s 
“coercive and increasingly 
aggressive actions” toward 
Taiwan and discussed Rus- 
sia’s invasion of Ukraine and 
other issues. Xi stressed that 
“the Taiwan question is at the 
very core of China’s core in- 
terests, the bedrock of the 
political foundation of China- 
U.S. relations, and the first red 
line that must not be crossed 
in China-U.S. relations.” 
The Chinese foreign ministry 
said this time Biden and Xi 
would focus on “in-depth 
communications on the stra- 
tegic, overall and directional 
issues of the China-US rela- 
tions as well as major issues 
concerning world peace 


and development.” 
Next week’s meeting comes 
as the United States braces 
for a potentially bumpy year 
for U.S.-Chinese relations, 
with Taiwan set to hold a 
presidential election in Janu- 
ary and the U.S. holding its 
own presidential election 
next November. 
Beijing sees official American 
contact with Taiwan as en- 
couragement to make the 
island’s decades-old de 
facto independence per- 
manent, a step U.S. lead- 
ers say they don’t support. 
Under the “One China” 
policy, the U.S. recognizes 
Beijing as the government 
of China and doesn’t have 
diplomatic relations with Tai- 
wan, but it has maintained 
that Taipei is an important 
partner in the Indo-Pacific. 
Biden intends to reaffirm the 
U.S. wants no change in the 
status quo, one official said. 
Disinformation experts testi- 
fying before the Senate In- 
telligence Committee have 
warned that Beijing could 
aim to target the U.S., sow- 
ing discord that might influ- 
ence election results at the 
local level, especially in dis- 
tricts with large numbers of 
Chinese-American voters. 
The Biden administration has 
sought to make clear to the 
Chinese that any actions or 
interference in the 2024 elec- 
tion “would raise extremely 
strong concerns from our 
side,” according to one of- 


ficial. 
The officials also noted that 
Biden is determined to re- 
store 
military-to-military 
communications that Beijing 
largely withdrew from after 
then-House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan in Au- 
gust 2022. 
All the while, the number of 
unsafe or provocative en- 
counters involving the two 
nations’ ships and aircraft 
have spiked. 
Last month, the U.S. mili- 
tary released a video of a 
Chinese fighter jet flying 
within 10 feet (3 meters) of 
an American B-52 bomber 
over the South China Sea, 
nearly causing an accident. 
Earlier that month, the Pen- 
tagon released footage of 
some of the more than 180 
intercepts of U.S. warplanes 
by Chinese aircraft that oc- 
curred in the last two years, 
part of a trend U.S. military 
officials call concerning. 
Gen. CQ Brown Jr., the top 
U.S. military commander, told 
reporters in Tokyo on Friday 
that restoration of military-to- 
military contacts is “hugely 
important” to “ensure there 
is no miscalculation” be- 
tween the sides. He said he 
conveyed his desire to restart 
the dialogue in a letter to his 
Chinese counterpart. 
The officials also said Biden 
would underscore U.S. com- 
mitment to the Philippines, 
following a recent episode in 
which Chinese ships blocked 
and collided with two Filipino 
vessels off a contested shoal 
in the South China Sea. 
The Philippines and other 
neighbors of China are resist- 
ing Beijing’s sweeping territo- 
rial claims over virtually the 
entire sea. 
“I want to be very clear,” 
Biden said in October. “The 
United States’ defense com- 
mitment to the Philippines is 
iron clad.” 
Both sides appeared to be 
carefully considering security 
for the meeting, declining to 
publicize the venue of the 
much-anticipated talks. 
Thousands of people pro- 
testing climate destruction, 
corporate practices, the 
Israel-Hamas war and other 
issues are expected to de- 
scend on San Francisco dur- 
ing the summit.q 


U.S. President Joe Biden, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands before a meeting on 
the sidelines of the G20 summit meeting on Nov. 14, 2022, in Bali, Indonesia. 
Associated Press 
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Protesters demonstrate against world leaders, Israel-Hamas war as 
APEC comes to San Francisco 


By JANIE HAR 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Activists protesting corpo- 
rate profits, environmental 
abuses, poor working con- 
ditions and the Israel-Hamas 
war marched in downtown 
San Francisco on Sunday, 
united in their opposition 
to a global trade summit 
that will draw President Joe 
Biden and leaders from 
nearly two dozen countries. 
Protests 
are 
expected 
throughout this week's Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion leaders' conference, 
which could draw more 
than 20,000 attendees, in- 
cluding hundreds of inter- 
national journalists. The No 
to APEC coalition, made up 
of more than 100 grassroots 
groups, says trade deals 
struck at summits such as 
APEC exploit workers and 
their families. 
It's unlikely world leaders 
will even glimpse the pro- 
tests given the strict secu- 
rity zones accessible only to 
attendees at the Moscone 
Center 
conference 
hall 
and other summit sites. But 
Suzanne Ali, an organizer 
for the Palestinian Youth 
Movement, says the U.S. 
government needs to be 
held to account for supply- 
ing weapons to Israel in its 
war against Hamas. 
"Even if they cannot see 
us, as we're mobilizing and 
marching together, they will 


know that we're out there," 
she said. 
San Francisco has a long 
tradition of loud and vig- 
orous protests, as do trade 
talks. In 1999, tens of thou- 
sands of protesters took to 
the streets of Seattle during 
a World Trade Organization 
conference. Protesters suc- 
ceeded in delaying the start 
of the conference and cap- 
tured global attention as 
overwhelmed police fired 
tear gas and plastic bullets 
and arrested hundreds of 
people. 
Chile withdrew as APEC 
host in 2019 due to mass 
protests. Last year, when 


Thailand hosted the summit 
in Bangkok, pro-democracy 
protesters challenged the 
legitimacy of the Thai prime 
minister. Police fired at the 
crowd with rubber bullets 
that injured several protest- 
ers and a Reuters journalist. 
Chief Bill Scott of the San 
Francisco Police Depart- 
ment said he expects sever- 
al protests a day, although 
it's uncertain how many will 
materialize. 
He warned against criminal 
behavior. 
"People are welcome to 
exercise their constitutional 
rights in San Francisco, but 
we will not tolerate people 


committing acts of violence, 
or property destruction or 
any other crime," Scott said. 
"We will make arrests when 
necessary." 
APEC, a regional economic 
forum, was established in 
1989 and has 21 member 
countries, 
including 
the 
world's two largest eco- 
nomic superpowers — Chi- 
na and the U.S — as well as 
Mexico, Brazil and the Phil- 
ippines. An accompanying 
CEO summit is scheduled for 
this week, which critics also 
plan to protest Wednesday. 
Headlining the summit is a 
highly anticipated meet- 
ing between Biden and 


Chinese President Xi Jin- 
ping, who rarely — if at all 
— encounters protesters on 
home soil. 
China has heavy security 
ahead of any events within 
its borders to ensure no pro- 
tests occur. 
It also steps up border 
checks at city limits and at 
transit points such as railway 
stations and airports. Human 
rights activists based in Chi- 
na will often receive visits 
or phone calls from police 
ahead of important events 
as reminders to not demon- 
strate. 
Rory McVeigh, sociology 
professor and director of the 
Center for the Study of So- 
cial Movements at the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame, said 
politicians use protests to 
gauge public opinion and 
that media attention helps. 
"Probably a lot of protests 
just don't make much dif- 
ference, but occasionally 
they do, and occasionally 
they can make a huge dif- 
ference," he said. 
The 
United 
Vietnamese 
American Community of 
Northern California plans to 
protest Xi and Vietnam Presi- 
dent Vo Van Thuong. 
The International Coalition 
for Human Rights in the Phil- 
ippines will be rallying for the 
rights of Indigenous Filipinos 
and protesting the presence 
of President Bongbong Mar- 
cos, the son of dictator Fer- 
dinand Marcos.q 


Demonstrators prepare to march in opposition to the APEC Summit Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023 in San 
Francisco. 
Associated Press 


After massive fire closes Los Angeles interstate, 
motorists urged to take public transport 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Los 
Angeles motorists should 
expect traffic snarls indefi- 


nitely as crews assess how 
much damage was caused 
by a raging fire that closed 


a major elevated interstate 
near downtown, officials said 
Sunday. 
Hazardous materials teams 
were clearing burned ma- 
terial from underneath In- 
terstate 10 to make way for 
engineers to make sure the 
columns and deck of the 
highway can support the 
300,000 vehicles that typi- 
cally travel that route daily, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom said at 
a news conference. 
"Remember, this is an inves- 
tigation as to the cause of 
how this occurred, as well as 
a hazmat and structural en- 


gineering question," Newsom 
said. "Can you open a few 
lanes? Can you retrofit the 
columns? Is the bridge deck 
intact to allow for a few lanes 
to remain open again?" 
Newsom said answering 
those questions would be a 
"24-7 operation," but officials 
couldn't yet offer a timeline 
for when the highway might 
reopen. 
Commuters were urged to 
work from home or take pub- 
lic transportation into down- 
town Los Angeles. The I-10 
closure between Alameda 
Street and Santa Fe Avenue 


will have ripple effects on sur- 
face streets and other key 
freeways including State 
Route 60 and Interstate 5, 
the California Highway Pa- 
trol said. 
The cause of the fire was 
under investigation. Flames 
reported around 12:20 a.m. 
Saturday raged through two 
storage lots in an industrial 
area underneath the high- 
way, burning piles of wood- 
en pallets, parked cars and 
support poles for high-tension 
power lines, Fire Chief Kristin 
M. Crowley said. No injuries 
were reported. q 


Firefighters assess the damage from a intense fire under Interstate 
10 that severely damaged the overpass in an industrial zone 
near downtown Los Angeles on Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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BERLIN (AP) — Five U.S. 
servicepeople were killed 
when a military helicopter 
crashed over the eastern 
Mediterranean Sea during 
a training mission, U.S. offi- 
cials said Sunday. 
The 
military’s 
European 
Command said all five 
crew members on board 
were killed when the air- 
craft went down “during a 
routine air refueling mission 
as part of military training.” 
The military first announced 
the crash on Saturday and 
said that the cause is under 
investigation, but there are 
no indications of any hostile 
activity involved. It said on 


Sunday that “search and 
rescue efforts began im- 
mediately, including near- 
by U.S. military aircraft and 
ships.” 
U.S. 
Defense 
Secretary 
Lloyd Austin said in a state- 
ment that “we mourn the 
tragic loss of five U.S. service 
members during a training 
accident in the Mediter- 
ranean Sea early Saturday 
morning.” 
“While 
we 
continue 
to 
gather more information 
about this deadly crash, it is 
another stark reminder that 
the brave men and wom- 
en who defend our great 
nation put their lives on the 


line each and every day to 
keep our country safe,” he 
said. 
European Command said 
that out of respect for 
the families of the service 
members and in line with 
Department 
of 
Defense 
policy, the identities of the 
crew members are being 
withheld for 24 hours until 
the families of those killed 
have been notified. 
It wasn’t immediately clear 
which military service the 
aircraft belonged to. The 
Air Force has sent addi- 
tional squadrons to the re- 
gion and the USS Gerald R. 
Ford aircraft carrier, which 
has an array of aircraft 
on board, has also been 
operating in the eastern 
Mediterranean.q 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
TER APEL, Netherlands (AP) 
— It is a familiar sight in this 
remote rural town: a mi- 
grant in a headscarf and 
thick winter coat carrying 
her belongings to the over- 
crowded reception center 
as a storm brews over the 
flat landscape. 
For many here and across 
this nation once known as 
a beacon of tolerance, it is 
too familiar. 
“Immigration 
is 
spiraling 
out of control,” Henk Tap- 
per said while visiting his 
daughter in Ter Apel two 
weeks before the Nether- 
lands votes in parliamen- 
tary elections on Nov. 22. 
Candidates across the po- 
litical spectrum are cam- 
paigning on pledges to 
tackle migration problems 
that are crystallized in Ter 
Apel, just over 200 kilome- 
ters (120 miles) northeast of 
Amsterdam. Once mostly 
known for its monastery, 
the town has now become 
synonymous 
with 
Dutch 
struggles to accommodate 
large numbers of asylum- 
seekers. 
In the summer of 2022, 
hundreds of migrants were 
forced to sleep outside be- 
cause the reception center 
was full. The Dutch branch 
of Doctors Without Borders 
sent a team to help the mi- 
grants, the first time it was 


forced to deploy within the 
Netherlands. 
The center still is overcrowd- 
ed and locals complain 
of crime and public order 
problems blamed on mi- 
grants who wander in small 
groups through the village. 
It is not only asylum seek- 
ers, though. Political parties 
also are pledging to crack 
down on labor migrants 
and foreign students, who 
now make up some 40% of 
university enrollments. 
Tapper said he plans to 
vote for anti-Islam lawmak- 
er Geert Wilders’ Freedom 


Party which advocates a 
halt in asylum seekers and 
opting out of EU and United 
Nations agreements and 
treaties on refugees and 
asylum. 
The migration debate in 
the 
Netherlands 
echoes 
across Europe, where gov- 
ernments and the Europe- 
an Union are seeking ways 
to rein in migration. Italy 
recently announced plans 
to house asylum seekers in 
Albania. 
In Germany, the center-left 
government and 16 state 
governors 
have 
agreed 


on a raft of measures to 
curb the high number of 
migrants flowing into the 
country. 
They 
include 
speeding up asylum proce- 
dures and restricting ben- 
efits for asylum-seekers. 
Outgoing 
Prime 
Minister 
Mark Rutte was part of an 
EU delegation visiting Tu- 
nisia over the summer to 
hammer out a deal with 
the North African nation 
intended to combat the 
often lethal smuggling of 
migrants across the Medi- 
terranean Sea. 
Meanwhile, many Dutch 


voters are calling for tough- 
er domestic policies in this 
country once famed for 
its open-arm approach to 
refugees dating all the way 
back to the Pilgrim Fathers 
who lived in Leiden after 
fleeing religious persecu- 
tion in England and before 
setting sail for what is now 
the United States. 
One of the leading candi- 
dates to succeed Rutte is 
herself a former refugee. 
Now, Dilan Yeşilgöz, leader 
of the center-right People’s 
Party for Freedom and De- 
mocracy (VVD) advocates 
making her adopted coun- 
try less welcoming. 
“Our laws, our regulations 
are ... way more attrac- 
tive than the laws and 
regulations of the countries 
around us, which makes us 
more attractive for people 
to come here,” she told The 
Associated Press. 
Yeşilgöz is the daughter of 
Turkish human rights activ- 
ists who fled to the Nether- 
lands when she was a child. 
“Being a refugee myself, I 
think it’s very important that 
... we take the decisions to 
make sure that true refu- 
gees have a safe place,” 
she said. 
“And politicians who refuse 
to take those difficult deci- 
sions they are saying to the 
true refugees, but also to 
the Dutch public: ‘You’re 
on your own.’”q 


Dutch election candidates make migration a key campaign issue 
in the crowded Netherlands 


Migrants leave the reception center to go for a walk in Ter Apel, north eastern Netherlands, 
Thursday, Nov. 9, 2023. 
Associated Press 


U.S. military says 5 crew members died when 
an aircraft crashed over the Mediterranean 


The logo of the headquarters of the US European Command (US 
EUCOM) is seen in the Patch Barracks in Stuttgart, southwestern 
Germany, Dec. 4, 2006. 
Associated Press 
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By BISWAJEET BANERJEE 
Associated Press 
LUCKNOW, India (AP) — Mil- 
lions of Indians celebrated 
Diwali on Sunday with a 
new Guinness World Record 
number of bright earthen oil 
lamps as concerns about 
air pollution soared in the 
South Asian country. 
Across the country, dazzling 
multi-colored lights decked 
homes and streets as devo- 
tees celebrated the annual 
Hindu festival of light sym- 
bolizing the victory of light 
over darkness. 
But the spectacular and 
much-awaited 
massive 
lighting of the oil lamps took 
place — as usual —at Saryu 
River, in Ayodhya in Uttar 
Pradesh state, the birth- 
place of their most revered 
deity, the god Ram. 
At dusk on Saturday, dev- 
otees lit over 2.22 million 
lamps and kept them burn- 
ing for 45 minutes as Hindu 
religious hymns filled the air 
at the banks of the river, set- 
ting a new world Record. 
Last year, over 1.5 million 
earthen lamps were lit. 
After counting the lamps, 
Guinness Book of World Re- 
cords representatives pre- 
sented a record certificate 
to the state’s top elected 
official Yogi Adityanath. 
Over 
24,000 
volunteers, 
mostly 
college 
students, 
helped prepare for the new 


record, said Pratibha Goyal, 
vice-chancellor of Dr. Ram 
Manohar Lohia Avadh Uni- 
versity, in Ayodhya. 
Diwali, a national holiday 
across India, is celebrated 
by socializing and exchang- 
ing gifts with family and 
friends. Many light earthen 
oil lamps or candles, and 
fireworks are set off as part 
of the celebrations. In the 
evening, a special prayer 
is dedicated to the Hindu 
goddess Lakshmi, who is 
believed to bring luck and 
prosperity. 
Over the weekend, authori- 
ties ran extra trains to ac- 
commodate the huge num- 


bers trying to reach their 
hometowns to join family 
celebrations. 
The festival came as wor- 
ries about air quality in In- 
dia rose. A “hazardous” 
400-500 level was recorded 
on the air quality index last 
week, more than 10 times 
the global safety threshold, 
which can cause acute 
and chronic bronchitis and 
asthma attacks. But on Sat- 
urday, unexpected rain and 
a strong wind improved the 
levels to 220, according to 
the government-run Central 
Pollution Control Board. 
Air pollution level is expect- 
ed to soar again after the 


celebrations end Sunday 
night because of the fire- 
works used. 
Last week, officials in New 
Delhi shut down primary 
schools and banned pollut- 
ing vehicles and construc- 
tion work in an attempt to 
reduce the worst haze and 
smog of the season, which 
has posed respiratory prob- 
lems for people and envel- 
oped monuments and high- 
rise buildings in and around 
India’s capital. 
Authorities deployed wa- 
ter sprinklers and anti-smog 
guns to control the haze 
and many people used 
masks to escape the air pol- 


lution. 
New Delhi tops the list al- 
most every year among the 
many Indian cities with poor 
air quality, particularly in the 
winter, when the burning of 
crop residues in neighbor- 
ing states coincides with 
cooler temperatures that 
trap deadly smoke. 
Some Indian states have 
banned the sale of fire- 
works and imposed other 
restrictions to stem the pol- 
lution. Authorities have also 
urged residents to light 
“green crackers” that emit 
less pollutants than normal 
firecrackers. But similar bans 
have often been disregard- 
ed in the past. 
The Diwali celebrations this 
year were marked as au- 
thorities prepared to inau- 
gurate in January an un- 
der-construction and long- 
awaited temple of the Hin- 
du god Ram at the site of 
a demolished 16th-century 
Babri mosque in Ayodhya 
city in Uttar Pradesh state. 
The Babri Masjid mosque 
was destroyed by a Hindu 
mob with pickaxes and 
crowbars 
in 
December 
1992, sparking massive Hin- 
du-Muslim violence that left 
some 2,000 people dead, 
most of them Muslims. The 
Supreme Court’s verdict in 
2019 allowed a temple to 
be built in place of the de- 
molished mosque.q 


By AMY TEIBEL 
The Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Attacks 
by Lebanon’s Hezbollah 


group Sunday wounded 
seven Israeli troops and 10 
other people, Israel’s mili- 
tary and rescue services 


said. The clashes came 
as skirmishes between the 
Iran-backed group and Is- 
raeli military continue to in- 
tensify along the Lebanon- 
Israel border, threatening 
to escalate into another 
front in the Mideast’s latest 
war. 
The Israeli military said in a 
statement that “seven IDF 
soldiers were lightly injured 
as a result of the mortar 
shell launches in the area 
of Manara in northern Israel 
earlier today.” Israeli res- 
cue services did not iden- 
tify the location or provide 
information about the 10 
others wounded by rocket 


blasts and shrapnel, but 
said two of them were in 
critical condition. Hamas’ 
military wing, meanwhile, 
claimed responsibility for 
shelling the northern Haifa 
and the Israeli border towns 
of Na’ura and Shlomi from 
southern Lebanon without 
giving any further details. 
Hezbollah first fired antitank 
missiles at an Israeli com- 
munity just over the border 
on Sunday, Israeli officials 
said, badly wounding utility 
workers. The Israeli military 
said it was striking the origin 
of the launch with artillery 
fire. The Israel Electric Corp. 
said workers in the rural 


community of Dovev were 
wounded while repairing 
lines damaged in a previ- 
ous attack. Israeli media 
reported that six people 
were wounded, including 
one critically. 
Israel struck several south- 
ern Lebanese towns, in- 
cluding Yaroun, Mays el- 
Jabal, and Alma al-Shaab. 
The Israeli military Sunday 
night 
shared 
an 
aerial 
video showing strikes on 
what it said was Hezbol- 
lah militant infrastructure 
including a “military com- 
pound with a warehouse 
of weapons and military 
infrastructure.”q 


Millions of Indians set a new world record celebrating Diwali as 
worries about air pollution rise 


Fireworks light the sky as lamps are light up the banks of the river Saryu on the eve of the Hindu 
festival of Diwali, in Ayodhya, India, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Attacks by Lebanon’s Hezbollah group wound 7 
Israeli troops, 10 others along border with Israel 


Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, Mohammed 
Ali Assaf, who was killed by an Israeli strike in Syria Friday 
morning, during his funeral procession in the southern Beirut 
suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of 
the island, standing alone 
on a windswept and bar- 
ren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large 
anchor. It overlooks the 
sea just beyond, watching 
over the shipping lanes. It 
stands there in memory 
and in honor of all seamen 
who have lost their life at 
sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” 
landmark when you visit 
Aruba. It is among the most 
photographed 
historical 
landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you 
add this stop on your itiner- 
ary when your visiting the 
south coast of Aruba. The 
bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep 
blue Caribbean sea and 
the azure blue skies, make 
a great backdrop for your 
vacation pictures. 


The anchor is located at 
the entrance to Gate 6 to 
the former Lago Colony. It 
is on the outskirts of Seroe 
Colorado, on the south 
east point of the island at 
the “T” junction to Baby 
Beach. 
Depending on where you 
are staying on the island, 
follow the signs that in- 
dicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach 
the T-junction, it will be right 
in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the 
anchor, it’s huge! The an- 
chor that weighs 21,772 ki- 
los, is approximately 10 feet 
6 inches wide and 15 feet, 
6 inches tall. 


On the anchor there are 
some numbers. The 4112 
and 4115, which are be- 
lieved to be the serial num- 
bers that refer to the “fluke” 
or horizontal and vertical 
parts of the anchor, re- 
spectively. 
The 
number 
21772K refers to the weight 
of the anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was 
manufactured by Hoesch 
Dortmund 
Horde, 
at 
a 
foundry located in Germa- 
ny. 


Where did the Anchor 
Come From? 
There are a number of sto- 
ries as to the origins of the 
anchor, which one do you 
think it was? (Unfortunately 
the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination 
can pick which one you 
think it might be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Man- 
uel M. Curiel, an ex-Lago 
Tug Captain, a fully laden 
VLCC (Very Large Crude 
Carrier) was seeking a 
mooring at the 15-mile an- 
chorage, known as Bara, 
on the southern part of the 
island. This is the usual shal- 
low mooring location for 
ships awaiting orders, etc. 
The weather was rough 
with strong current. The 
normal procedure is that 
they would walk out three 
shackles (about 90 feet) 
until the anchor touches 
the bottom while the chain 
must rest on the bottom. 
Subsequently, 
they 
will 
walk out some extra shack- 
les and when the ship starts 
to swing or lean on one 
side, the anchor is properly 
set. Because of the rough 
weather, 
unfortunately 


they did not get the time to 
walk out the extra tackles 
and because of the ten- 
sion exerted on the winch, 
it broke, and they lost the 
anchor and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that 
at one time a small tanker 
with a Korean crew, while 
lifting their anchor also lift- 
ed another anchor near 
the inner harbor. When the 
ship asked for assistance, 
he went with his tugboat 
along with a barge, to help. 
But eventually they had to 
cut the chain and let the 
anchor go to the bottom 
because they could not 
untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor 
Become a Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 
and 1985, three gentlemen 
(Mr. Wim Martinus – the 
Harbormaster of Aruba; Mr. 
August Genser – the ex- 
Division Superintendent of 
Lago’s Laboratory; and Mr. 
Willie Davis – Owner of Filtec 
at Zeewijk in San Nicolas), 
were having a conversa- 
tion with Mr. Charlie Brouns 
Jr. at his famous Charlie’s 
Bar and Restaurant in San 
Nicolas. Charlie, who was a 
visionary and had dreams 
for developing the San 
Nicolas area, told these 
gentlemen that he would 
like to come up with some- 
thing innovative for the San 
Nicolas area to draw tour- 
ism to the area. 


The “anchor”, which at that 
time was being stored at 
the Oranjestad harbor, was 
suggested as an option. 
Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the Presi- 


dent of Lago for permission 
to acquire the anchor. He 
was 
granted 
permission 
and the anchor was then 
relocated to its present lo- 
cation and dedicated “To 
All Seamen” on the occa- 
sion of the closing of the 
Lago Oil Refinery on March 
31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the An- 
chor was slowly weather- 
ing from the wind and salt. 
As time passed, sadly the 
origin and purpose of the 
anchor slowly faded away 
from people’s memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr died 
on September 15, 2004, his 
friend Mr. Sam Speziale, 
requested assistance from 
the management of Vale- 
ro Aruba Refinery to help 
maintain the monument. 
The Valero Aruba Refinery, 
graciously 
sandblasted 
and painted the anchor 
and poured a concrete 
pad around it. On April 17, 
2005, the anchor monu- 
ment was rededicated “To 
All Seamen” in a formal 
ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands 
both as memorial to all 
seaman who have lost 
their lives at sea, but also 


as a silent reminder that 
Seroe Colorado is part of 
San Nicolas and that San 
Nicolas is still a vibrant and 
important part of the island 
of Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your 
visit to the south end of the 
island, you will want to in- 
clude in your itinerary the 
many things to see and 
do there. The anchor will 
be just one of these stops, 
(keep an eye out for our 
future editions, we publish 
our recommendations!). 


With that being said, I have 
to say, if you enjoy catch- 
ing a sunrise, the anchor is 
one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sun- 
rise. But in reality, anytime 
is a good time to visit, de- 
pending on your personal 
schedule.q 
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Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today: 
Offering the so much needed human touch 


NOORD — We are in 2023. It was a wild ride with Covid-19 and we all are aiming for a 
change of routine. We simply want to “live” life again. “It is time for living your dream,” 
as the quote says at Aruba Living Today’s office. “We are fifteen plus years in business, 
and I am proud to say that all our clients stuck with us. We are no part of a big com- 
pany, we keep it small, personal, and real. Because you are not a number, no sales 
target either and certainly your name is not commission. Our responsibility is to make 
your dream come true,” says owner Randolph Arends. 


From human to human 
If you have decided to buy a house or rent one for vacation in Aruba and you are 
looking for that match, the question now is how to click with a person that offers a 
personal touch? One who pays genuine attention and has sincere interest in what 
you want? 


This different approach to real estate is what sets Aruba Living Today apart, and the 
reason Randolph calls himself a property mediator instead of a real estate broker. 
“The personal touch is essential to me. I am stepping aside of the image that real 
estate brokers are only in for the commission. This image does not fit me at all, I am in 
for my passion, and I can only do this from the heart.” 


One stop shopping point 
Services offered by Aruba Living Today are House and Land Sales, Rentals, Invest- 
ments, Property Management, Vacation Rental, Mortgages, Insurances, Mainte- 
nance, Assist in Arrangements for Notary and Utilities, Guiding Bureaucracy Process 
and Assisting in Import of Furniture. Randolph and his business partner Eladio Max 
Maduro. Born in Aruba, he was raised in the Netherlands. Max was Corporal manda- 
tory in the Dutch Army/Genie der Landmacht. 


He also studied financial administration in the Nether- 
lands, and has a degree in Dutch insurance law. Max 
has 40 years work experience in all kind of insurance, 
specialized liability and pension law. In the past, he 
worked for local and international insurance brokers 
companies. 
As per March 1st 2023, he is working as a commercial 
partner at Aruba Living Today. 


You are welcome to meet in person 
Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic Aruban 
house, welcoming you in a warm ambiance that em- 
phasizes the philosophy of connecting. Candles, Bud- 
dha ornaments and a homey setting form the décor 
for you to sit and talk about your dream house or in- 
vestment. “My goal was to do real estate in a different 
way when I established this company June 1st 2009. 
Not from the perspective of only selling, but to look for 
the perfect match between dream house and client. 
My philosophy is: it will only work when all involved are 
happy and connected by that personal touch.” 


Aruba Living Today caters for both local and foreign 
market divided into 40 % local buyers and 60 % foreign 
buyers. “Our customers come from Holland, Belgium, 
Norway, Germany, UK, Russia, Latin America, United 
States and Canada. We are widely covered and thus 
provable good with different cultures, also we speak 
four languages.” Besides that, Aruba Living Today is 
open to every budget, they have listings for all cate- 
gory buyers. 


As a member of the Aruban Real Estate Association, 
they are listed also on the website www.arubalisting. 
com within a group of 20 of the most advanced real- 
tors on the island. 


Aruba Living Today is featured on House Hunters, social 
media, Aruba Living Today and of course in Aruba To- 
day’s newspaper.q 


Aruba Living Today 
Tankileendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9987 
Fax +297 587 9985 
Cell +297 593 9177 
Mail randolph@livingtoday.aw 
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Introduction of rooftop suite category 
Playa Linda capitalizes on extraordinary island views 


PALM BEACH -- Innovation and 
improvement of guest care, 
amenities as well as room prod- 
uct have been an ongoing focus 
for Playa Linda Beach Resort’s 
40-year history in hospitality. As 
one of the first resorts on Palm 
Beach, it is already blessed with 
an excellent beachside loca- 
tion, on which the resort is capi- 
talizing with the introduction of a 
new rooftop suite category that 
offers a bird’s-eye view in the 
appreciation of a wide expanse 
of beach, sea and sky. After the 
ribbon was cut on two rooftop 
two-bedroom deluxe suites at 
the end of October, the lucky 
first occupants were treated to 
first-rate room amenities as well 
as an incomparable view from a 
top floor, rooftop perch. 


The 
Rooftop 
Suites 
comple- 


ments the total experience at 
the Playa Linda Beach Resort, a 
popular timeshare that offers di- 
verse resort services as well as a 
community atmosphere, where 
the service-orientated, friendly 
interaction with resort employ- 
ees is always at the heart of an 
Aruba stay. But, undisputedly, 
the upscale feel of the Playa 
Linda and the way in which the 
resort frames Aruba’s idyllic envi- 
ronment is showcased especial- 
ly well in the recently unveiled 
Rooftop Suites. 


A well-known Houston-based 
design company, whose other 
clients include high-end brand- 
ed resorts, curated the Rooftop 
Suites design. The result is beau- 
tifully appointed bedrooms and 
a living room that incorporates 
the beauty of the Palm Beach 


landscape through full-length 
picture windows. The Rooftop 
Suites offers a full kitchen, exten- 
sive balcony area as well as has 
a handicapped-friendly design, 
with the two bathrooms featur- 
ing zero entry showers. The ex- 
clusivity of the new suites is aided 
by its very own 8th floor landing. 
“We like to stay ahead of the 
game. We are not just making 
the Playa Linda more attrac- 
tive, as we continuously seek 
to upgrade all our facilities and 
services, but we look for ways to 
better appeal to our many dif- 
ferent owners and guests,” ex- 
plains General Manager Peter 
van Grinsven. “For our new Roof- 
top Suites, we brought together 
both tropical and modern ele- 
ments to offer a design that is 
spacious, luxurious and distinc- 


tive to the Playa Linda.” 


Playa Linda, with its unique exte- 
rior that provides each room an 
outstanding view, features a to- 
tal of 217 suites, providing an in- 
timate place to stay on the busy 
Palm Beach strip. As a timeshare, 
the fan base is of happy owners 
as well as transient guests who 
enjoy the special offerings of 
community atmosphere, resort 
services and a diversity of ac- 
commodations choices. The nu- 
merous suite options, each with 
fully-equipped kitchens, include 
studio, one-bedroom and two- 
bedroom suites, and five differ- 
ent, ground floor lanai options 
-- including the one-bedroom, 
two-bedroom, Spa Lanai and 
Royal Lanai -- as well as a Pent- 
house, and now its spectacular 
Rooftop Suites. q 
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Aruba: the legend behind its name 


(Oranjestad)—Most folkloric tales and legends in Aruba 
revolve around our indigenous ancestors, who came 
from mainland Venezuela, and discovered the island and 
made it into their new home. This particular legend tells 
the story of the birth of the Aruba name. 


The legend follows the life of Arua, an indigenous Caci- 
que originally from Aroa in the Falcon state in Venezuela 
in the year 50 AD. Arua had a son around the year 70 
AD with his wife Shira, who they named Corobori. When 
Corobori was old enough, he joined his father on the 
usual boat trip to the islands of Curacao and Bonaire to 
gather salt. 


On their way back to Mainland Venezuela, they were 
caught up in a heavy rain storm—a side effect from a 
passing, but far away, hurricane. Of course, because of 
the lack of motors and sail, their boat was left in the mer- 
cy of the heavy winds. After a while, the storm started 
to pass, and the clouds began to clear up. Finally able 
to see around them, the Cacique spotted land approxi- 
mately an hour away. So, they started to row in that di- 
rection until they reached the coast. 


Once they arrived on what they thought was Venezuela, 
they decided to stay the night and fix their kayak. The next 
morning, the Cacique ordered his son and a few warriors 
to go find any sign of population in the area: "Corobori,” 
Arua said. “Don't come back without news. It’s in your 
hands how long we stay here till we find our family. So, if 
you need to take a week to gather information, we will 
wait for you." 


"Don't worry,” Corobori replied. “As soon as we have any 
information, we will let you know." Armed with arrows and 
spears, backpacks filled with food and water containers, 
they set off. They climbed several small hills, but no sign of 


a village. They crossed different dry river- 
beds, but no sign of anything. When the 
sun finally descended, they found them- 
selves near a fairly tall hill and decided to 
climb it for a better view of a village. This 
hill was called Pan Dushi or Orcuyo, which 
today we call Hooiberg. 


The next morning, they could clearly see 
that they have landed on an island, but 
an unfamiliar one at that. When Corobori 
went back to where his father was waiting, 
he told him the news: “Father Arua, you 
have just discovered an island, but it is not 
Curacao or Bonaire. Far in the south, we 
saw the big mountains of our homeland 
Venezuela, which we could have never 
seen on the other island. This leads us to 
believe we are on a new island. But that’s 
not all. When the sun came up, we saw 
in the distance a glowing plain, which we 
think may be salt.” 


The Cacique was pleased to hear of his 
son’s findings. He decided to stay a cou- 
ple days on the newly-discovered island in 
search for salt. The next morning they as- 
cended Hooiberg again and stayed to see 
if they could find nearby smoke, indicating 
an inhabitant village. But they found noth- 
ing. So they went back to their initial arrival 
settlement, now known as Santo Largo in 
Savaneta. The next morning they hiked 
along the Spaans Lagoen near the Man- 
gel Halto Beach and reached the area 
of Bushiri. There, they boarded they kay- 
aks and heading to what we know now 
as Malmok, where they found rocks of salt. 
After a couple days of exploring the island 
and gathering some salt rocks, they left for 
Venezuela, where they were reunited with 
their families. 


Throughout the year, they travelled back 
and forth to Aruba, collecting salt. After 
a while they settled on the island, gen- 
erations of families living along the coast. 
Corobori was the first indigenous inhabit- 
ant in our history to explore the entirety of 
the island. 


Arua, after decades as the leader of his 
tribe, spent his last days on the island. Hav- 
ing reached 80 years old, he called for his 
family on his death bed. In his hammock, 
he said: “My children, many years have 
passed, and I’ve asked my warrior to bring 
me back to the island so I can laid to rest. 
The God of living has given me the gift 
of life to see my son, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. But now he is call- 
ing me home. Corobori, my torch is now 
passed to you. Guide our people, and 
be the leader you were always meant to 
become. If one day you leave my island, 
do not forget that it is also yours. This is my 
last wish: When I die, bury me in our maize 
plantation.” 


And so when the Cacique passed away, 
his wishes were granted and he was laid 
to rest in the area we now know as the 


Paradera Cemetery. Where he used to 
live, they built the Paradera Church. 


And that is the tale of what inspired the 
Aruba name. In the generations that lived 
or travelled back and forth to the island, 
there were many familiar names*, like 
Guadiriki, a warrior who was there when 
the island got discovered and his son, 
whom he called Huliba; Corobori and his 
children, Corodori, Camacuri and Turiba- 
na, Masiduri; and Malmok, the 13-year-old 
boy who alerted the Cacique when the 
Caribes attacked. 


Familiar names: all these names are famil- 
iar to Arubans, as these are the names of 
places and plants on the island. q 


Source: Un storia di e Indjan Arua (A story 
of the Indian Arua) by Adolf (Dufi) Kock). 
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Short history of the beginnings of baseball in Aruba 


Written by Mr. Clyde Harms 


ORANJESTAD — Baseball was played 
on the island of Aruba in the 1930’s, 
but only by United States expatriates 
working for LAGO and living inside 
the LAGO colony. Jim Bluejacket, 
the legendary US Indian who had 
played in two major league teams, 
worked for LAGO during 14 years and 
was a key factor in the growth of the 
popularity of the game in the colony. 
There is no record of Bluejacket ever 
playing outside the colony. 


Outside the colony, the game of 
baseball was introduced to Aruba by 
Venezuelan immigrants and sailors 
on the Venezuelan fishing boats that 
used Aruba as their home port. They 
formed pick-up teams and played 
games on Sundays on an open field 
behind what is now the Court of Jus- 
tice. One of the Venezuelans that 
comes to mind is Felix Garrido, grand- 
father of our current Prime-Minister. 


In the late 30s the leader of this group 
was Raúl Aparicio, a cousin of Luis 
Aparicio who is now enshrined in the 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown. The 
Aparicios were evidently very good 
at sports. Raúl had two brothers who 
also played baseball, René and Ro- 
man. Rosendo, his only brother who 
did not play baseball became a pro- 
fessional soccer player in the Ven- 
ezuelan league. Rosendo was nick- 
named “Cabeza de oro” (golden 
head) for a memorable header he 
scored to win a game for his team. 


Interestingly, it was in Aruba that Luis 
Aparicio played his first game outside 
of Venezuela. This took place in 1950 
when he played shortstop for the 
school he attended. Later he played 
for “Cabimas” in a doubleheader 
of the Venezuelan Western League. 
These official games of the league 
were authorized to be played in 
Aruba by the Professional Baseball 
Organization of Venezuela. Several 
others who played in those games 
have also been enshrined. 


Luis Aparicio’s father was the super 
popular Luis “El Grande” (the great 
one) after whom the baseball sta- 
dium in Maracaibo is named. He and 
his brother owned the professional 
baseball teams “Gavilanes” which 
later became the “Aguilas”, and the 
“Cabimas”. 


In the early ‘40s, another group, 
mostly immigrants from the Domini- 
can Republic also became very 
active with pickup teams. Some of 
these remained active in baseball 
well into the early ‘50s; as umpires, 
managers even as players. Among 
these were Nestor “Pantin” Guer- 


rero who also had a musical band. 
Perhaps not so coincidentally, many 
of Pantin’s players were also musi- 
cians. Luthai Pantophlet who um- 
pired many years was a well-known 
drummer. Gaston Hazel was a bongo 
player; José Bryson and the broth- 
ers Nicholson, Teddy and Julio, all 
played several instruments. 


In San Nicolas, baseball was played 
on the grounds next to where the 
LAGO Sport Park (now Laveist Sport 
Park) was officially inaugurated in 
March 1941. 


During the WWII years, baseball got a 
big lift from the influx of Puerto Rican 
and US soldiers stationed here. As 
LAGO was playing a very important 
role in the struggle against Hitler, it 
was able to get all the sports equip- 
ment needed here to allow more 
people to participate. 


In the ‘40s only the Lago Sports Park 
organized baseball championship 
games. The first teams to participate 
were Artraco, (Aruba Trading Co.), 
Esso Garage and Botica San Lucas. 
In 1945 Venezuelan employees of the 
Lago refinery participated under the 
name of “Cafenol”, a very popular 
Venezuelan coffee brand. Two other 
groups of Venezuelan immigrants 
formed the teams “Cerveceria” 
(named after the iconic team Cer- 
veceria Caracas), and “Venezuela”, 
although not all members of these 
teams were Venezuelans. This was 
also the year that the team spon- 
sored by Roxy Café started to play 
as “Dodgers”. 
Dodgers became the dominant 
baseball powerhouse till the 1950s. 


Other teams that entered the base- 
ball scene in the late 1940s: Pepsi 
Cola (Oranjestad) and St. Thomas 
Boys (former students of St. Thomas 
College, Oranjestad). “Baby Ruth” 
in San Nicolas played initially under 
the name “Camel” and “Barnes` 
Ramblers” the only team consisting 
of Lago Colony players to participate 
in the Lago Sport Park champion- 
ships. “Red Rock Cola” was formed 
in Oranjestad in 1950. 
In 1952 the team Pepsi Cola became 
“Nesbitt’s” and had players of seven 
countries, including two American 
expats from Lago Colony. 


In 1950 a group of prominent mem- 
bers of the Aruba community found- 
ed the Amateur Baseball Bond of 
Aruba (ABBA) to give structure to 
the management of the sport and 
became the organizers of official 
championship games. While main- 
taining the existing teams in a league 
that was referred to as A-class, ABBA 
established a B-class league in which 
the “Budweiser’ and “Braves” played 
the first years. 
By 1952 Aruba became a member 
of the International Amateur Base- 
ball Association and fielded a team 
managed by Joe Proterra, (former 
pitcher of “Barnes’ Ramblers”), that 
would play for the first time ever in 
the Amateur Baseball World Series 
that took place in Havana, Cuba 
in September. Surprisingly, Aruba 
won two of its six games and be- 
came the darling of the Havana 
fans. Nell Harms of the Aruban team 
was named the “Outstanding player 
of the week” for his performance 
against Honduras. He allowed just 
two hits, struck out 15 and hit the 
only homerun of the game. Joe 
Cambria, the famous scout for the 
Washington Senators offered him a 
contract, but Nel was not interested, 
but the next year, at the Amateur 
Baseball World Series in Caracas, 
Venezuela, Nel and Ruben Phillips 
did sign and in 1954 they played 
professional baseball the Georgia- 
Florida League and the Texas-New 
Mexico League. They were the first 
Arubans to play professionally, but 
not the only ones. 


During the games in Havana, con- 
tacts were made with the orga- 
nizers of Little League Baseball in 
Cuba which eventually resulted in 
the introduction of Little League in 
Aruba. Little League of Aruba has 
been extremely successful: It has pro- 
duced many players who earned 
baseball scholarships at universities in 
the United States, a few who played 
professionally in the Netherlands and 
different countries in the Caribbean 
and five who reached the major 
leagues: Calvin Maduro, Eugene 
Kingsale, Radhames Dijkhoff, Syd- 
ney Ponson, and Xander Bogaerts 
one of the brightest stars of Boston 
Red Sox.q 
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By ADRIANA MORGA 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — This sum- 
mer, 
Daniel 
Goldstein’s 
86-year-old mom got an 
email that looked like it 
was from her bank. She 
was alarmed because she 
hadn’t spent the money it 
mentioned, so she called a 
help number on the email. 
The person on the other 
end of the line asked for her 
bank account information 
and made her believe she 
would get her money back. 
Instead, she lost $600 to a 
scammer. 
Last year, consumers of all 
ages were scammed out of 
$8.8 billion. And older adults 
lost the most money com- 
pared to other age groups, 
according to the Federal 
Trade Commission. 
While everyone wants to 
protect their parents and 
grandparents from scam- 
mers, sometimes these con- 
versations can be compli- 
cated to navigate. 
“We encourage people to 
think in multigenerational 
approaches. Everyone is 
getting scammed, it’s just 
a different way that scam- 
mers go after you,” said 
Genevieve Waterman from 


the National Council on Ag- 
ing. 
From having a lot of empa- 
thy to knowing how to re- 
port a scam, experts shared 
their recommendations for 
talking about scams: 
KNOW 
WHICH 
SCAMS 
COMMONLY TARGET OLDER 
PEOPLE 
Knowing which scams are 
most commonly used to tar- 
get older people can help. 
Two of the most common 
are 
the 
“grandparent” 
scam and romance scams, 
said Kathy Stokes, direc- 
tor of fraud prevention at 
AARP. 
The 
grandparent 
scam 
is when someone gets a 
phone call from a person 
impersonating a grandchild 
and asking for money to get 
them out of trouble. The first 
step to avoid this is to call 
other family members be- 
fore taking any action, the 
FTC recommends. 
When it comes to romance 
scams, the FTC reported 
that people lost $1.3 billion 
in 2022. Scammers usually 
contact people through so- 
cial media and then move 
the conversation to other 
messaging apps such as 
WhatsApp or Google Chat. 


How to talk to older people in your life 
about scams 


“A lot of older adults are 
now going into the online 
dating world, they’re mak- 
ing a lot of online conver- 
sations, having a lot of 
dates, but that leads them 
to scammers who are then 
convincing them to give 
them money and send it 
overseas,” Waterman said. 
What starts as a simple con- 
versation turns into a sud- 
den romantic connection. 
But then the person asks for 
money because something 
happened in their lives and 
they need help. Accord- 
ing to the FTC, common 
lies by scammers include “I 
or someone close to me is 
sick, hurt, or in jail” and “I 
can teach you how to in- 
vest.” 
Other common scams are 
investment 
scams, 
tech 
support scams, and imper- 
sonation scams. You can 
read more about these on 
the FTC’s website. 
HAVE CONSTANT CONVER- 
SATIONS ABOUT SCAMS 
One of the best ways to 
raise 
awareness 
about 
scams is to talk to each 
other about them. To keep 
your older family members 
safe, Waterman recom- 
mends that families talk 
about scams more often in 
their day-to-day lives. 
Goldstein said his mom 
knows how to use technol- 
ogy fairly well and they’ve 
had many conversations 
about email scams. Howev- 
er, she had never encoun- 
tered the type of scam she 
was targeted by over the 
summer. 
Because she felt a sense of 
urgency, she didn’t con- 
tact her son before calling 
the scammer. Goldstein 
believes that could have 
prevented her from losing 
money. 
It’s a common practice for 
scammers to make victims 
feel like they need to act 
right away, which makes 
them more vulnerable to 
falling for a story that might 
not seem plausible if they 
weren’t under pressure. If 
you’re having a conver- 
sation about scams with 
your family members, it’s 
important to highlight the 
rushing aspect of scam 
practices.q 


A page from the National Council on Aging website is shown 
in this photo taken Thursday, Nov. 9, 2023 in New York. In 2022, 
consumers lost $8.8 billion to scammers. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Centraal: Tel. 585 1965 
Seroe Preto: Tel. 640 8443 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


ISABELLA O’MALLEY 
Associated Press 
The last 12 months were 
the hottest Earth has ever 
recorded, according to 
a new report by Climate 
Central, a nonprofit sci- 
ence research group. 
The peer-reviewed report 
says burning gasoline, coal, 
natural gas and other fossil 
fuels that release planet- 
warming gases like carbon 
dioxide, and other human 
activities, caused the un- 
natural warming from No- 
vember 2022 to October 
2023. 
Over the course of the 
year, 7.3 billion people, or 
90% of humanity, endured 
at least 10 days of high 
temperatures that were 
made at least three times 
more likely because of cli- 
mate change. 
“People know that things 
are weird, but they don’t 
they 
don’t 
necessarily 
know why it’s weird. They 
don’t connect back to the 
fact that we’re still burning 
coal, oil and natural gas,” 
said Andrew Pershing, a 
climate scientist at Climate 
Central. 
“I think the thing that really 
came screaming out of the 
data this year was nobody 
is safe. Everybody was 
experiencing unusual cli- 
mate-driven heat at some 
point during the year,” said 
Pershing. 
The average global tem- 
perature was 1.3 degrees 
Celsius (2.3 degrees Fahr- 
enheit) higher than the pre- 


Last 12 months on Earth were the hottest ever recorded, 
analysis finds 


industrial climate, which 
scientists say is close to 
the limit countries agreed 
not to go over in the Paris 
Agreement — a 1.5 C (2.7 
F) rise. The impacts were 
apparent as one in four hu- 
mans, or 1.9 billion people, 
suffered from dangerous 
heat waves. 
At this point, said Jason 
Smerdon, a climate scien- 
tist at Columbia University, 
no one should be caught 
off guard. “It’s like being 
on an escalator and be- 
ing surprised that you’re 
going up,” he said. “We 
know that things are get- 
ting warmer, this has been 
predicted for decades.” 
Here’s how a few regions 
were affected by the ex- 
treme heat: 


1. Extreme heat fueled de- 
structive rainfall because a 
warmer atmosphere holds 
more water vapor, which 
lets storms release more 
precipitation. Storm Daniel 
became Africa’s deadliest 
storm with an estimated 
death toll that ranges be- 
tween 4,000 and 11,000, 
according to officials and 
aid agencies. Greece, Bul- 
garia, and Turkey also saw 
damages 
and 
fatalities 
from Storm Daniel. 
2. In India, 1.2 billion peo- 
ple, or 86% of the popula- 
tion, experienced at least 
30 days of elevated tem- 
peratures, made at least 
three times more likely by 
climate change. 
3. Drought in Brazil’s Ama- 
zon region caused rivers to 
dry to historic lows, cutting 
people off from food and 
fresh water. 
4. At least 383 people died 
in U.S. extreme weather 
events, with 93 deaths re- 
lated to the Maui wildfire 
event, the deadliest U.S. 
fire of the century. 
5. One of every 200 peo- 
ple in Canada evacuated 
their home due to wildfires, 
which burn longer and 
more intensely after long 
periods of heat dry out the 
land. Canadian fires sent 
smoke 
billowing 
across 
much of North America. 
6. On average, Jamaica 
experienced 
high 
tem- 
peratures made four times 
more 
likely 
by 
climate 


change during the last 
12 months, making it the 
country 
where 
climate 
change was most power- 
fully at work. 
“We need to adapt, miti- 
gate and be better pre- 
pared for the residual dam- 
ages because impacts are 
highly uneven from place 
to place,” said Kristie Ebi, 
a professor at the Center 
for Health and the Global 
Environment at the Univer- 
sity of Washington, citing 
changes in precipitation, 
sea level rise, droughts, 
and wildfires. 
The heat of the last year, in- 
tense as it was, is tempered 
because the oceans have 
been absorbing the major- 
ity of the excess heat relat- 
ed to climate change, but 
they are reaching their lim- 
it, said Kim Cobb, a climate 
scientist at Brown Univer- 
sity. “Oceans are really the 
thermostat of our planet ... 
they are tied to our econ- 
omy, food sources, and 
coastal infrastructure.”q 


Residents of a riverside community carry food and containers of 
drinking water due to the ongoing drought and high temperatures 
that affect the region of the Solimoes River, in Careiro da Varzea, 
Amazonas state, Brazil, Oct. 24, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Browns rally to stun Ravens behind Watson's passing, field goal by Hopkins 


By The Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Dustin 
Hopkins kicked a 40-yard 
field goal as time expired 
to cap a furious Cleveland 
rally in the fourth quarter, 
and the Browns edged the 
Baltimore Ravens 33-31 on 
Sunday. 
Cleveland (6-3) trailed 31- 
17 before Deshaun Watson 
delivered the type of vic- 
tory the Browns have been 
waiting for from their high- 
priced quarterback. 
Watson threw a 10-yard 
touchdown pass to Elijah 
Moore with 8:57 remaining. 
Then one of Lamar Jack- 
son's passes caromed high 
into the air and was picked 
off by Greg Newsome II, 
and he returned the inter- 
ception 34 yards for a TD 
just 41 seconds later. 
The Ravens stayed ahead 
31-30 
because 
Hopkins 
missed the extra point, 
but Cleveland got the ball 
back and drove 58 yards 
for the winning kick. 
Baltimore 
(7-3) 
had 
a 
four-game winning streak 
snapped, and the victory 
by 
Cleveland 
tightened 
the race in the AFC North 
significantly. 
Watson got off to a terrible 
start — his first pass of the 
game was picked off and 
returned for a touchdown 
by Kyle Hamilton — but 
he finished with 213 yards 
passing and 37 rushing. 
The Ravens led 14-0 less 
than five minutes into the 
game, 24-9 early in the 
fourth 
quarter 
and 
31- 


17 early in the fourth, but 
couldn't hold on. Lamar 
Jackson threw for 223 yards 
and a touchdown but was 
intercepted twice. 
TEXANS 30, BENGALS 27 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Rook- 
ie C.J. Stroud directed a 
last-minute, game-winning 
drive for the second straight 
week, finishing with 356 
yards passing and leading 
Houston past Cincinnati. 
With the game tied at 27-all 
and 1:33 remaining, Stroud 
moved the Texans 55 yards 
in six plays to set up a 38- 
yard field goal by Matt Am- 
mendola as time expired. 
Ammendola had just been 
signed on Tuesday be- 
cause Ka'imi Fairbairn suf- 


fered a quadriceps injury a 
week earlier. 
Stroud connected with Dal- 
ton Schultz for 25 yards and 
Noah Brown for 22 yards on 
the decisive drive. Brown 
finished with seven catch- 
es for a season-high 172 
yards, and Devin Singletary 
rushed for 150 yards and a 
touchdown on 30 carries. 
Stroud threw for a touch- 
down and ran for a score. 
Cincinnati's 
Joe 
Burrow 
threw for 357 yards and two 
touchdowns but was inter- 
cepted twice in the fourth 
quarter. Still, he rallied the 
Bengals from a 20-7 third- 
quarter deficit and kept 
them in striking distance 
late. 


Cam Taylor-Britt intercept- 
ed Stroud with 3:41 remain- 
ing in the fourth quarter, 
and two plays later, Joe 
Mixon rushed for a 1-yard 
touchdown to cut Hous- 
ton's lead to 27-24. 
Evan McPherson tied the 
game with a 31-yard field 
goal, but Burrow didn't get 
another opportunity. 
49ERS 34, JAGUARS 3 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) 
— Brock Purdy threw three 
touchdown passes, includ- 
ing a 66-yarder to George 
Kittle, and San Francisco 
drubbed 
Jacksonville 
to 
end a three-game skid. 
Deebo Samuel returned 
from a three-game ab- 
sence and had a 23-yard 


scoring run for the 49ers (6- 
3), who stopped Jackson- 
ville's five-game winning 
streak and reestablished 
themselves as a Super Bowl 
contender following a bye 
week. 
San Francisco dominated 
both lines of scrimmage 
and controlled the game 
from the opening drive. 
The Niners ran for 147 yards 
against one of the league's 
top 
run 
defenses 
and 
sacked Trevor Lawrence 
five times. Nick Bosa was 
a menace all game, and 
newly acquired defensive 
end Chase Young got in on 
one of the sacks. 
The Jaguars (6-3), mean- 
while, embarrassed them- 
selves at every turn. They 
had 
a 
five-possession 
stretch in which they fum- 
bled, kicked a field goal, 
threw an interception, fum- 
bled and threw another in- 
terception. Lawrence was 
responsible for three of the 
team's four turnovers. 
It was Jacksonville's worst 
home loss since a 45-10 
blowout by the Los Angeles 
Chargers in 2019. 
Kittle finished with three 
catches 
for 
116 
yards. 
Christian 
McCaffrey 
fin- 
ished with 142 total yards, 
but his streak of consecu- 
tive games with a TD end- 
ed at 17 games, including 
the playoffs. 
Purdy completed 19 of 26 
passes for 296 yards, giving 
way to Sam Darnold in the 
fourth with a 148.9 QB rat- 
ing. q 


Cleveland Browns place-kicker Dustin Hopkins kicks the game winning field goal against the 
Baltimore Ravens during the second half on an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023, in 
Baltimore. 
Associated Press 


Astros will promote bench coach Joe Espada to be 
manager, replacing Dusty Baker, AP source says 


By KRISTIE RIEKEN 
AP Sports Writer 
HOUSTON (AP) — Joe Espa- 
da will be introduced as 
manager of the Houston 
Astros on Monday, a per- 
son familiar with the hiring 
told The Associated Press. 
The person spoke to the AP 
on condition of anonymity 
Sunday because the team 
hadn't announced the de- 
cision. The Astros have a 
news conference schedule 
for Monday morning. 
Espada will take over for 
Dusty Baker, who retired 


last month. 
This will be the first manage- 
rial position for the 48-year- 
old Espada, who has been 
Houston's 
bench 
coach 
since 2018. 
Espada began his coach- 
ing career in the Marlins 
organization, working in the 
minors until moving to the 
big-league club as the third 
base coach in 2010. 
He remained with the Mar- 
lins through the 2013 sea- 
son before taking a job 
as a special assistant to 
New York Yankees general 


manager Brian Cashman. 
He joined the Yankees 
coaching staff in 2015 and 
worked as their infield and 
third base coach through 
the 2017 season. 
Espada, who was born in 
Puerto Rico, was drafted by 
the Oakland Athletics in the 
second round of the 1996 
amateur draft and spent 
nine seasons in the minors. 
He advanced to Triple-A as 
a player, but retired at age 
29 after failing to reach the 
majors before beginning his 
coaching career.q 


Houston Astros bench coach Joe Espada watches batting 
practice ahead of Game 2 of baseball's American League 
Championship Series between the Houston Astros and the New 
York Yankees, Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022, in Houston. 
Associated Press 
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Edmonton Oilers fire coach Jay Woodcroft and name Kris 
Knoblauch the replacement 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
Jay Woodcroft is out as 
coach of the Edmonton 
Oilers after a team that 
was supposed to be a 
Stanley Cup contender lost 
10 of its first 13 games. 
Woodcroft was fired Sun- 
day at the end of the 
team's road trip, which 
wrapped up with a 4-1 
win at Seattle on Saturday 
night. That victory was not 
enough to save Wood- 
croft's job in the aftermath 
of 
a 
four-game 
losing 
streak, including an em- 
barrassing 3-2 loss at the 
NHL-worst San Jose Sharks 
earlier in the week. 
Kris 
Knoblauch, 
Connor 
McDavid's junior hockey 
coach, was named Wood- 
croft's replacement, and 
Hall of Famer Paul Coffey 
joins his staff as an assis- 
tant, with Dave Manson 
also dismissed. Knoblauch 
becomes 
the 
organiza- 
tion's 10th coach in 15 
seasons and the fifth since 
McDavid joined the team 
in 2015. 
After the loss in San Jose 
on Thursday night, Wood- 
croft said he wasn't worried 
about his job security. 
"No 
one's 
happy 
with 
where we're at," Wood- 
croft said. "We all own it. 
We can be better, and 
that's where my focus is." 
The Oilers had lost focus 
under Woodcroft, himself a 
midseason replacement in 
February 2022 when Dave 
Tippett was fired. Despite 
having the reigning MVP 
in McDavid and Leon Drai- 
saitl, they were losing be- 
cause of a combination of 
league-worst goaltending, 
porous defending and a 
lack of accountability. 
"I don't really know what to 
say," Draisaitl said Thursday 
night. "We tend to outshoot 
other teams consistently, 
probably out-chance oth- 
er teams consistently. Not 
in sync right now." 
Goaltenders Stuart Skinner 
and Jack Campbell — the 
latter of whom was waived 
and banished to the mi- 
nors earlier this week — 
have combined for a save 
percentage of .866, which 
ranks 32nd of 32 teams. Ed- 


monton has allowed nearly 
four goals a game and at 
3-9-1 is above only San Jose 
in the standings with seven 
points. 
"We can't really be looking 
at the standings right now," 
said forward Ryan Nugent- 
Hopkins, the organization's 
longest-tenured 
player. 
"Just because it's the start 
of the season it feels a lit- 
tle different. But we're the 
same team that we've al- 
ways been. It feels weird 
right now." 
Even weirder? McDavid — 
whose 153 points last sea- 
son were the most of any 
player since 1995-96 — was 
held off the scoresheet 
against the the past two 
games. 
McDavid did miss time 


last month with an undis- 
closed upper-body injury 
but still has 10 points in 10 
games, while Draisaitl leads 
the team with 15. Still, only 
six teams have averaged 
fewer goals than the Oilers' 
2.69. 
This was seen as the season 
for the Oilers to get over 
the hump in the playoffs 
and win the franchise's first 
championship since 1990. 
Instead, the brutal start 
has significantly hampered 
their chances of making it. 
"We're ready to win. We're 
ready to do whatever it 
takes to win, more impor- 
tantly," Draisaitl said before 
the start of training camp. 
"We're definitely not far 
away. I certainly feel that 
way. I think we all do. I think 


the entire league feels that 
way about us." 
General manager Ken Hol- 
land certainly did, talking 
last summer about being 
all in on winning in the final 


year of his contract. Now 
the experienced execu- 
tive's roster construction is 
under the microscope giv- 
en Edmonton's struggles all 
over the ice.q 


New York Rangers acting head coach Kris Knoblauch talks with 
players during the third period of his team's NHL hockey game 
against the New York Rangers in San Jose, Calif., Jan. 13, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


